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.•i\  .'-Ki-r. 


:) 


V\  ..  Coiiaarable  to  helicontcr 
Portland  tov’cr' rcAorteT;  object  witl*.  f.:o  red 

_ lights  ar.d  one  wititc  lirht  hov<^rinr  in  the 
area,  Th  object  aopearod  to  drop  two  white 
■/-'f  flares  and  caso  closer  to  Portland.  '.  r.en  one  of  four  airliiie  oilota 
wno  6aw  thc..ob4?5j:_rj.jwcr:’jntoc  •to_intcrc^  it,  it  lumcc  to  the' 

I ( — — ' j southeast  end  pulled  away 

* V . {easily.  UC/i 
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AIR  DEFENSE  COHHA  N D 
25th  AIR  lH-F€-MSf  DIVISION  (rfF) 

P.O.  BOX  909.  eveRETT,  WASHINGTON 


01  3*:0,C9 


9 fvinsr*  l®/9 


Project  "SIGN" 


TOi 


-Conmendtng  General 
Air  Materiel  Comr'end 
Prl^ht-Pattereon  A5r  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
Attn I MCIAXO-3 
Cowmandlnp  General 
Continental  Air  Co«'’"end 
Mltchel  Air  Force  Base,  Ner  York 
Attn:  Director  of  Intelligence 
Chief  of  Staff 
united  States  Air  Force 
Washlnpton  25,  D.C. 

Attn:  Dir  of  Intell,  Peoulrenents  Div 

Comnendlng  General 

Fourth  Air  Force 

Hamilton  Air  Force  Base 

Hamilton,  Cellfomla 

A+tn:  Director  of  Intelligence 


compliance  with  par.  1,  ConAC  Letter  200.1,  25  March  4?, 
and  par.  5 and  6,  Letter  Fourth  Air  Force,  file  01-350. 0^/2,  dated 
19  Feb  49,  the  follorlng  Information  as  relayed  to  this  headquarters 
▼la  the  District  Intelligence  Officer,  Thirteenth  Kaval  District,  Is 
Butmltted: 

I 

•At  2100  hours  on  30  Jnly  1949,  between  Stevenson,  fftshlns- 
t«i,  and  Troutsdsle,  Oregon,  a group  of  unidentified  llshts  were 
sighted  by  Northwest  Airlines  pilot 

Portland,  Oregon,  while  on’ a routine  fllrht  from 
Yakima  to  Portlsnd.  Thnieh  stated  the  object  could  heve  been  two 
or  three  planes  flying  in  very  close  formation,  however,  the  red 
lights  were  mi  the  wrc«ig  side  for  airborne  alrcreft.  Fhen  Thrush 
circled  the  field  to  await  Instructions  for  lending,  the  object 
changed  cotirse  about  50®  and  left  the  vicinity. 


• * / 


It 

52= 

^->  CO 


The  eo-pllot  of  the  plane, also  of  Portland 
sighted  the  llrhts  but  sas  not  available  for  interview, 

CAA  traffic  controller  on  duty  in  the  control  tower  of 
the  airport  also  observed  the  object.  Bosforr  renortedly  observed 
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-J*om  the  , 

airport  enou  i . * 

*•  helicopt,.  '*  '•  it  '''<'OTdh\g  to  Thn’sh,  Bnsforrt  trmp<^  the 

o^Jpct  dleapii»,*.*  * ' • 'h.lect,  which  he  thought  at  the  time 

eouthensterly  • i Vi*  ® lending.  Forever,  the 

description  or  , ’ ' ^ of  speed  and  heeded  In  a 

“**’'<  t * en  the  light  was  focxissed  upon  It.  A 
TTeathen  Cle;  , ' ®s  follows: 

Sketches:  Non».  V '.'“".sv* 

fkape  and  el*,,,  v ' '*•  »t  '‘>.1ect  was  slehted  after  sundotTi. 
Color:  Red  1»  T prevented  adeouete  ohgervetlon. 

Speed:  Two  ht».  * •»'  '"'ned  because  of  darkless. 

Rpndlnp:  fhrn  t » white  llrht  on  occasion. 

over  V,.'  ' . per  hour. 

ll<»hMf  ' ' ' •*  ' rproxlmately  240®T.  Then  Iret  seen 

Veneuverebllltvi  '0®T.  There  res  not  change  In  the 

Altitude:  6000  ..  ,V  ‘ * change  of  heeding. 

None  elevation  did  not  chrnge  rapidly. 

obscuv. ' * * 

W»f*u8ti  None  ok  * *‘ther  sounds  In  own  plane  would  have 

'■**'  >Vv.  ^ 

thf  coMftx  .. 
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INCIDENT  NO. 


Iil6 


1,  Date  of  Observation  50  July  l'jU9 


Date  of  Interview 


2.  Exact  Time  (local)  2100-2130P 


5,  Place  of  Observation  Vicinity  Portend,  Troutdale  dc  .v.t.  Hood,  Ore.*on 

Position  of  observer  Al*"  tower 

3*  ’i*!hat  attracted  attention  to  object 

6.  Nvimber  of  objects  ^ 


7*  Apparent  size 
8*  Color  of  object 
9*  Shape 


See  |I23 


10*  Altitude 


2,000-6,000  feet 


11*  Direction  from  observer 

12.  Disteince  from  observer 

13.  Direction  of  flight  of  object (s) 


0-210  UFH 


LU.  Time  in  sight 
13*  speed 

16.  Sound  fiuid  odor 

17.  Trail 
IS*  Luminosity 
19,  Projections 

20*  Ifaneuvers  Uaneuvored  and  hovered  in  vicinity  fcr  3^  minutes  lilco  helicopter 

21*  Idanner  of  disappoaraneo 
22*  Effect  on  Clouds 

23.  Additional  information  concoming  objoct  Object  displayed  2 red  and  1 white  lights 
2i*.  iBoathor  ConditioM  Sky  ol«.r,  .l.lbllity  unXinlt.d 

(over) 
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V.vi 
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UNCLAssiFIFn 


UNCLASSIFIP 


Pago  2 

I'ano  and  address  of  observer  j Ca*it 


Incident 


..16 


0/ 


Occupation  and  hobbies  1 


Pilot  hVI  Airlinoi 
To««r  Oi>erator 
CiT*  Instructor  :Ulot 
CAA  Tow  r Opur-tor 

Corrjaonts  of  Interrogator  relative 


is, 'ate;,  tit'icti,  Icrtlana,  Ore' 

i'ortland,  Or0.cn 

, i’ortiur.d,  urj  ot 
and,  cTcron 


intolligcncy  ai.d  character  of  obsjrv3r(s)i 


iiARRAri;::  su:xap.Yi 

OoQoral  ronarksi  ^^t  approximataly  2100P  Portland  Tov.or  reporteo  to  Flight  Service 
that  an  object  displuylnx  two  red  lights  and  oi^e  whito  light  was  seen  hovering  Just 
south  of  tho  Colunbia  i{iv  r wheru  the  bormeviilo  Power  hires  oross  tho  riv  r«  it 
appear -d  to  drop  two  white  flarea  and  seeoed  to  ease  closer  to  Portland*  The  object 
hovered  in  this  aroa  a^^proximtely  thir^  (30)  minutes  una  then  aisappearod  to  tho  east. 
Believing  the  object  might  bo  an  aircraft  in  enor;^r.oy,  Portland  Tov.er  atuoicea  four 
incoming  airliners  ov  >r  the  airport*  The  pilots  of  thoso  four  airliwra  sav;  t)<e 
object  and  their  naaoe  and  addresses  are  available  from  ;ir* 

Captain4SMl^  the  pilot  of  a }7orthwost  airlire  iiartln  2C2,  ro^orted  that 
while  approaching  Portland  from  the  east  he  noticed  what  appeared  to  be  an  aircraft 
displaying  two  red  lights  and  one  white  light*  Since  this  was  nonstandard  lighting 
Csptain  fllpitowatohjd  the  ob>ot  v ry  closely*  his  sighting  of  this  object  was  at 
2110P  at  ar  altitude  of  six  (6)  thousand  feut  ana  ho  was  approxl-^toly  five  (^)  miles 
west  0 Stevenson,  oashingtoD*  lie  reported  that  the  object  was  behind  him  aiid  dightly 
to  the  left  and  nBilntali'ed  that  some  position  u:til  Troutdale*  .hon  ovur  ?routdalo 
Captain^HK^ heard  Portland  Tower  giving  irstruotions  to  other  aircraft  to  hold 
over  the  airport  because  of  an  unldontlfled  flying  object  dropping  flares*  Upon 
tipor  hearing  this  information  Captain  Thrush  turnud  one  hmdrud  and  eighty  (lU)) 
degrees  and  attei...7tyd  to  interoept  th  flyin;  objeot  displaying  the  two  red  lights 
and  one  white  light  that  had  been  following  him*  he  reported  that  this  objeot  then 
turned  to  the  southeast  and  appeared  to  pull  away  from  hi:;  quite  easily*  C-ptain 

reported  that  his  Icdioutfd  airspeed  was  two  hundred  and  ten  (210)  miles  por 
hour  while  he  was  trying  to  interoept  tho  objeot* 

reported  that  he  saw  the  objoot  while  in  the  traffic  pottsriji 
pattern  in  Troutdale,  Oregon*  he  was  flying  at  on  altitude  of  oiw  U)  thousand  three 
(3)  hui  drod  feet  Indicated  and  reported  that  the  objeot  appeared  to  be  five  (^)  hu::drod 
to  eight  (S)  hurdrod  feet  above  him  and  at  on  osti.uatod  distance  of  twenty  (20)  mllee 
to  the  east* 

The  only  .^Ir  Foroe  airoraft  In  the  violxiity  at  the  time  was  a B«29«  AF 
who  was  ovor  Portluna  at  215OP  at  an  altitude  of  aeven  (7)  thousand  five  ($)  hundred 
feet,  northbound*  The  pilot  was  questioned  and  stated  that  he  did  not  drop  az^ 
floras  ana  did  not  oirole  over  Portland  and  did  not  eee  anything  unueual* 
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TCt:  452 


ixcHORD  PLirfi.T  3.;nvici2  cisir: 
^.tc^hord  Air  Force  Base 
V/ashin^ton 


.R 


r. 


1 Au^st  1949 


SLB.TECT:  Unidentified  Flying  Objects 


TO: 


Commanding  General 
Air  Materiel  Command 
V/right-Patterson  AF  Base,  Ohio 

AT‘rs::Tio:: : ix  iaxo-3 


I*  The  following  report  of  siglitlng  of  unidentified  fly- 
ing objects  Is  suor.iitted: 

a.  Location  and  time  of  sighting:  In  the  vicinity 

of  Portland,  Oregon,  Troutdale,  Oregon,  and  Mount  Hood,  Oregon 
from  2100P  to  2130P,  30  July  1949. 


limited. 


b.  Weather  at  the  time:  Slcy  clear,  visibility  un- 


Namea,  occupations,  and  addresses  of  witnesses: 

U) 


(2) 


Captain  iMHI^pllot  Ilorthwest  Airlines, 
address  Northwest  Airlines  Dispatch  Office, 
Portland,  Oregon. 


CAA  Tower  Operator,  Portland 
Portland,  Oregon. 


Airport, 


(3) 


(4) 


Civilian  Instructor 
Skyways,  Troutdale,  Oregon, 
Portland  6,  Oregon. 

Tower  Operator,  Port- 
land Airpor^  Portland,  Oregon, 

lir.  I^^l^^has  the  names  and  addresses 
of  four  other  witnesses  of  this  sighting. 


graphs 


d.  Photographs  of  objects,  if  available:  Photo- 

of  objects  are  not  available. 
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TCM  452  1 Auijuct  l949 

unidentified  Flying  Objects 


e*  Sketches  of  object’s  conflcuratlon:  Sketches  of 

object’s  confl~'i.\rr.tion  are  not  available. 


Object  sighted: 

(1)  ^iumber:  One. 

(2)  Shape:  Undetorsilned* 

(3)  Size:  Undetermined. 

(4)  Color:  Object  displayed  two  rod  lights  and 

one  white  light. 

(5)  Speed:  VJas  from  zero  to  in  excess  of  tv/o 

hundred  and  ten  (210)  miles  per  hour. 

(6)  Heading:  Object  maneuvered  and  hovered  in 

the  vicinity  of  Portland  an<i  Troutdale  for 

a period  of  thirty  (30)  minutes  and  was  last 
seen  proceeding  east. 

(7)  ?!aneuverability:  Object  seemed  to  be  able 

to  maneuver  as  a helicopter. 

(8)  Altitude:  Two  (2)  thousand  to  six  (6) 

thousand  feet. 

(9)  Sound:  Not  reported. 


(10)  Exhaust  trail  or  not:  Not  reported. 


g.  General  remarks:  At  approximately  2100?  Portland 

Tower  reported  to  Flight  Service  that  an  object  displaying 
two  red  lights  and  one  white  light  was  seen  hovering  Just 
south  of  the  Columbia  River  where  the  Bonneville  Power  lines 
cross  the  river.  It  appeared  to  drop  two  white  flares  and 
seemed  to  ease  closer  to  Portland.  The  object  hovered  in 
this  area  approximately  thirty  (30)  minutes  and  then  disappear- 
ed to  the  east.  Believing*' the  object  mignt  be  an  aircraft  in 
emergency,  Portland  Tower  stacked  four  incoming  airliners  over 
the  airport.  The  pilots  of  these  four  airliners  saw  the,  object 
and  their  names  and  addresses  are  available  from  M 
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TCI.:  452 

S' BJSCT:  Unidentified  Plying  Objects 


NOLLS': 


1 August  1940 


Captain  the  pilot  of  a liorthwest  Airline 

reported  that  while  approaching  Portland  from  the 
east  he  noticed  what  appeared  to b e an  aircraft  displaying 
two  red  lights  and  one  wiii^  light*  Since  tliis  was  nonstand- 
ard lighting  Captain  watched  the  object  very  closely* 

His  slating  of  this  object  was  at  2110P  at  an  altitude  of 
six  (eT  tliousand  feet  and  he  was  approximately  five  (5)  miles 
west  of  Stevenron,  Washington*  He  reported  th;:it  th”.  object 
was  behind  him  :uid  slightly  to  the  left  and  maintained  that 
same  position  until  Troutdale*  ’.Then  over  Troutdaie  Captain 
^■■■■tieard  Portland  Tower  giving  instructions  to  other  air- 
craft to  hold  over  the  airport  because  of  an  unidentified 
flying  object  dropping  flares*  Upon  hearing  this  Infon.iatlon 
Captain  turned  one  hundred  and  eighty  (ISO)  degrees 

and  attempted  to  Intercept  tlie  flying  object  displaying  the 
two  red  lights  and  one  white  light  that  had  been  follov/ing 
him*  He  reported  that  this  object  then  turned  to  the  south- 
east  and  appeared  to  pull  away  from  him  quite  easily*  Captain 

reported  that  his  indicated  airspeed  v;as  tv;o  hundred 
and  ten  (2i0)  miles  per  hour  v/hlle  he  was  trying  to  intercept 
the  object* 


I£r*  reported  that  he  saw  ths  object 

while  in  the  traffic  patt'3rn  in  Troutdale,  Oregon*  Ke  was 
flying  at  an  altitude  of  one  (1)  thousand  three  (b)  hundred 
feet  Indicated  and  reported  that  the  object  appeared  to  be 
five  (5)  hundred  to  eight  (8)  hundred  feet  above  him  and  at 
an  estimated  distance  of  twenty  (20^  miles  to  the  east* 


The  only  Air  Force  aircraft  in  the  vicinity  at 
the  time  was  a B-29,  AF  7758,  who  was  over  Portland  at  2150P 
at  an  altitude  of  seven  (7)  thousand  five  (5)  hundred  feet, 
northbound*  The  pilot  was  questioned  and  stated  that  he  did 
not  drop  any  flares  and  did  not  circle  over  Portland  and  did 
not  see  anything  unusual* 
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The  follonj.n'’  <3  •'ron  "k')  1:7075)  \?  >5910-1: 


ii  \ut  1910 


SubJ:  ’■'l.vinr'  tlscs,  'import  of 

'tef:  (a)  C?!r  Jonf  I-tr  Cp322V  3er  0),22P52  nat^'f*  i.  iov  ll'C 

1.  Tn  accordTnee  with  reference  (a),  I'ollorrlnp  jnforration  Is  srbrdtteri: 


At  210t'  heurs  cn  50  July  1 iO,  -'etvesen  ir.fton,  a-sf 

Troutsdale,  Cre-on,  a >Toup  cf  nnVjc^l^iet^ir^s  ?rere  si-hted 
Xr/  Northwest  Airlines  pilot 

Portland,  tre^/on,  w^dle  cn  a routine  flight  from  '.‘aktna  to 
Portland,  ^BH^st^ted  t.  e objects  ciuld  have  been  tv.r  cr  t.'iree 
planes  flj^nr  in  ver’  close  ferration,  ho'.te  .'ei*,  the  ' 11  -hts 
•«ere  on  the  wony  sice  for  airbcr-ie  aircraft,  . :en^l9H^ circl- 
ed the  field  to  a’-tait  instructions  for  lanninp,  ..;.e  c..ject  c.-'»r.rcd 
course  about  50®  and  left  the  vicinity. 


the  lij^.ts  but  was  not  av'*ilable  'cr  interview, 

OIA  traffic  ccntrcUer  or*  •iutvi^^ie  c-nitrol  i.ovrer  of  oi’ie  airt'ort 
also  observed  the  object.  ^BUBB^C  'crtcci-^  observetJ  frer.  the 
£:rcund  tower,  -cording-  to  ^mUPBHI^umed  t-ie  a5r-;-'ort 
snotllj^it  on  the  object,  which  he  thought  at  tlic  tir.e  rras  a heli- 
copter, to  help  guide  it  to  a landing,  ''ovmver,  t e ucjcct 
disappeared  at  a high  rate  of  speed  and  headed  in  a soutr.eastcrly 
direction  when  the  lirht  was  focussed  ucn  it.  A description  of 
conditions  arc  as  follows: 

heather:  Clear, hor/e'^er  object  was  sit-hted  afiier  .■•:\in'-knTn« 

Sketches:  yone,  since  darkness  prevented  adequate  ohser  ^a-.ion. 
Shape  and  sizes  ^ot  cecemined  bee  lu.ae  of  'hx*kncss. 

Colors  led  ligtits  stench*,  #iite  li,:ht  on  occasicxi# 


Speed:  ’iVo  htinared  miles  per  hovr« 

Heading:  V/hen  first  seen  aonroximately  2J40®V,  .Jsen  last  seen 

over  Troutsdale,  50®T,  Aiero  was  r.o  change  in  th.e 
limiting  with  the  change  of  heading. 

Maneuverability:  Course  and  elevation  did  not  change  rapidly. 

Altitude:  6000  - SOOO  feet. 


>> 
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COPY 


Sound: 


Vone  observed  - other  s unds  in  ov/n  plane  wci\ld  have 
obsecured  sounds. 


UNC 


Exhaust: 
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